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Wednesday, 18" October 2017

European Union Improves Environmental and Health
Conditions in Gaza through a EUR 3.5 Million Project

Head of Palestinian Water Authority, H.E. Mazen Ghunaim,
European Union Representative, Mr. Ralph Tarraf, and Director KfW
Office Ramallah/Al Bireh, Mr. Jonas Blume, inaugurated today the
Public Infrastructure Development Program- Extension of the
Sanitation Systems in the Municipalities of Beit Lahia, Jabalia and
Deir Al-Balah in Gaza.

The Palestinian Water Authority with a EUR 3.5 Million financing from European
Union through KfW (German Development Bank) extended, in collaboration with the
Coastal Municipalities Water Utility, 20 kilometres of wastewater collection networks
in Amer area (at the boundaries of Beit Lahia and Jabalia municipalities) and a
further 26 km in Berka area (with the boundaries of Deir Al-Balah municipality). The
networks will improve sanitation collection systems for a current population of 65,000
with a capacity to serve up to 130,000 inhabitants in the future.

Inadequate sewerage infrastructure is one of the main challenges facing service
providers in Gaza. Sewage cesspits, which are used in the absence of wastewater
collection networks, significantly contribute to underground water pollution with
severe negative impact on the environmental and health conditions. The Palestinian
Water Authority has formulated the necessary strategies and policies, and
cooperates with development partners including the European Union to improve
sanitation services and protect underground water in Gaza.

Head of Palestinian Water Authority, H.E. Mazen Ghunaim, said “the Palestinian
Government gives top priority for improving water and wastewater management in
Gaza; today, we witness the inauguration of another important European Union
project, which attests to the European Union commitment to the improvement of
living conditions for the Palestinians in general and specifically the inhabitants of
Gaza”

"The EU is aware of the important period ahead to make genuine progress on the
intra-Palestinian reconciliation. We hope that this process will lead to the Palestinian
Authority assuming its full responsibilities in Gaza," said EU Representative Ralph
Tarraf during his visit. "We stood by the people of Gaza in the past, and we will
continue to do so in the future. The people in Gaza have a right to a better future.
The EU remains ready to support the efforts to reunite Gaza and the West Bank
under one single and legitimate Palestinian Authority, "he added.
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